January 18, 2023

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Rural Opioid Abuse Prevention Act
[Public Law 117-250]

[This law has not been amended]

[Currency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Public Law 117-250. It
was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended Through note above
and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and reflects current law
through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at https:/
www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/]

[Note: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents.
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).]

AN ACT To amend the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to pro-
vide for the eligibility of rural community response pilot programs for funding
under the Comprehensive Opioid Abuse Grant Program, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. [34 U.S.C. 10101 note] SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Rural Opioid Abuse Prevention
Act”.
SEC. 2. ELIGIBILITY OF RURAL COMMUNITY RESPONSE PILOT PRO-

GRAMS FOR FUNDING UNDER THE COMPREHENSIVE
OPIOID ABUSE GRANT PROGRAM.

Section 3021 of title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe
Streets Act of 1968 (34 U.S.C. 10701) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(1)—

(A) in subparagraph (F), by striking “and”;

(B) in subparagraph (G), by striking the period at the
end and inserting “; and”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(H) a pilot program for rural areas to implement com-
munity response programs that focus on reducing opioid
overdose deaths, which may include presenting alter-
natives to incarceration, as described in subsection (f).”;
and
(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(f) RURAL P1LOT PROGRAM.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The pilot program described under this
subsection shall make grants to rural areas to implement com-
munity response programs to reduce opioid overdose deaths.
Grants issued under this subsection shall be jointly operated
by units of local government, in collaboration with public safe-
ty and public health agencies or public safety, public health
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and behavioral health collaborations. A community response
program under this subsection shall identify gaps in commu-
nity prevention, treatment, and recovery services for individ-
uals who encounter the criminal justice system and shall es-
tablish treatment protocols to address identified shortcomings.
The Attorney General, through the Office of Justice Programs,
shall increase the amount provided as a grant under this sec-
tion for a pilot program by no more than five percent for each
of the two years following certification by the Attorney General
of the submission of data by the rural area on the prescribing
of schedules II, III, and IV controlled substances to a prescrip-
tion drug monitoring program, or any other centralized data-
base administered by an authorized State agency, which in-
cludes tracking the dispensation of such substances, and pro-
viding for interoperability and data sharing with each other
such program (including an electronic health records system)
in each other State, and with any interstate entity that shares
information between such programs.

“(2) RULES OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed to—

“(A) direct or encourage a State to use a specific inter-
state data sharing program; or
“(B) limit or prohibit the discretion of a prescription

drug monitoring program for interoperability connections

to other programs (including electronic health records sys-

tems, hospital systems, pharmacy dispensing systems, or

health information exchanges).”.
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